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angie 
bjorklund #25
Guard/Forward

dominique 
canty #3
Guard

sylvia 
fowles #34
Center

cathrine 
kraayeveld #33
Forward

epiphanny 
prince #1o
Guard

michelle 
snow #2
Forward/Center

carolyn 
swords #30
Center

erin 
thorn #5
Guard

courtney 
vandersloot #21
Guard

tamera 
young #1
Forward

lindsay
wisdom-hylton #14
Forward



2011 sky season schedule

HOME PRE-SEASON

AWAY PRE-SEASON

HOME

AWAY

All game times listed are Central Daylight Time.
Schedule is subject to change.

All Sky home games played at 

Allstate Arena 
6920 Mannheim Rd.
Rosemont, IL 60018

Chicago Sky broadcast schedule

 * Indicates games on CN100
 + Indicates games on ESPN2

For full broadcast schedule visit website.
All games webcast at www.chicagosky.net
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2011 chicago sky directory

front office
Principle Owner - Michael Alter
Chairman/Minority Owner - Margaret Stender

administration
Team President/CEO - Adam Fox
Chief Financial Officer - Rommel Famatid
Human Resources - Amy Klein-Alter

basketball operations
General Manager and Head Coach - Pokey Chatman
Strength & Conditioning Coach - Ann Crosby
Head Athletic Trainer - Michelle Kania

marketing partnerships
Sr. Vice President of Marketing Partnerships - Avery Robbins
Vice President of Marketing Partnerships - Rob Popowcer
Marketing Partnerships Coordinator - Lauren DeBello

communications and operations
Vice President of Operations - Michelle Henstock
Director of Media Relations - Will Steinberg
Manager of Community Relations and Sky Cares Activities - Erika Swilley
Mascot Coordinator - Andres Baines
Marketing Operations Coordinator - Katie Elroy
Creative Services Coordinator - Ashley Gerou

ticket sales
Vice President of Ticket Sales and Service - Brian Levine
Director of Ticket Operations - James Thompson
Director of Ticket Sales and Service - Shelli Anderson
Account Executive - Justin Kirk
Account Executive - Kryste’l Jordan
Account Executive - Julie Bielawski
Account Executive - Chris Allen
Account Executive - Eric Seljan
Account Executive & Group Specialist - Shane Cleghorn
Account Executive - Jordan Mendelson
Account Executive - Jimmy Zollo
Account Executive - Ande Denholm
Account Executive - Bryan Van Den Bosch
Account Executive - Ashley Liddel
Account Executive - Steve Devcich

finance
Finance Manager - Gail Raghunanan
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michael alter

michael alter
chairman/principle owner

Sky owner Michael Alter, a Chicago native with 
a deep commitment to the city, is dedicated to 
his franchise and sees it as a way to encourage 
opportunities for young women in professional 
athletics. He holds strong beliefs that Chicago 
is the best sports town in the country, which is 
a big reason why he decided Chicago needed a 
WNBA team. Alter’s values include hard work, 
education, excellence and sportsmanship, all 
characteristics he believes that will lead the Sky 
to succeed as both an organization and a team. 
Alter, who was recognized in the Crain’s Chicago 
Business 40 under 40 list in 2000, is the 
President of Chicago-based The Alter Group, 
one of the nation’s 10 largest commercial real 
estate developers.  Since becoming President in 
1995, he has transformed his family’s company 
from a strong, regional office and industrial 
developer into one of the nation’s preeminent 
privately held full-service real estate companies.  

Today, the company has 6,700,000 square feet 
of space worth $712,000,000 under
 development in 25 different markets across the 
nation, from Washington D.C. to Orange County, 
CA.  Alter has created three new companies 
under The Alter Group umbrella in the last 7 
years -- Alter+Care, EnTrust Realty Advisors and 
Alter Construction Group -- each of which has 
become a strong entity in its respective field.   

In 1994, Alter founded City Year Chicago, a 
cutting-edge, non-profit, national-service 
program which is best known for its signature 
program, the City Year Youth Service Corps. 
The goal of the program is to bring together 
approximately 1,000 people ranging in age from 
17-24 from diverse backgrounds and hold them 
to a full-time commitment of a year of commu-
nity service, leadership development and civic 
engagement where they mentor children. During 
City Year’s existence, more than 1 million hours 

of service in local communities has been logged.
When asked why he thought to bring a WNBA 
franchise to Chicago, Alter stated, “For me, it 
was like meeting Ernie Banks or Bill Russell in 
their prime. I was so impressed, not only by the 
WNBA players’ prowess as athletes but their 
intelligence, their passion, their dignity and their 
power to inspire. After meeting these amazing 
women and learning more about the WNBA, it 
did not make sense to me that the third largest 
city in the country, and frankly, in my opinion, the 
best sports town in the country, did not have a 
WNBA team.” 

Alter has a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
government from Harvard University and a law 
degree from the University of Chicago. He and 
his wife Ellen are parents of three children, all 
of whom are interested in sports and keep their 
parents very busy. They live in Winnetka, IL.
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margaret stender

margaret stender
chairman and minority owner

As the first employee, Margaret Stender served as the founding President and CEO of the 
Chicago Sky for the first six years of this WNBA franchise.  She led the team development from 
a vision and a dream to a thriving multifaceted professional organization. Margaret has overseen 
several milestones:  a growing passionate fan base, partnerships with many diverse businesses, 
the venue move to Allstate Arena, a monumental T.V. broadcast schedule, the creation of the 
Chicago Sky Cares Foundation plus an exceptional athlete roster which includes three WNBA 
all-stars, one who also plays on Team USA.

“We have been proud to introduce our world-class athletes as exceptional role models,” said 
Stender. “It has been rewarding to showcase strong accomplished women as an inspiration and 
a force for positive social change.”

Margaret experienced corporate success prior to joining the Sky throughout her 22 years in 
business while holding positions that included: President of the Juice Drinks for PepsiCo, 
President for Quaker Oats Ready-To-Eat Cereals and Senior VP/GM of Travel Solutions for Rand 
McNally.

Stender attended the University of Richmond where she was a three sport student athlete and 
was elected co-captain of the basketball team for three years.  She earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Education and Masters Degree in Business Administration from the University of 
Virginia.  

Margaret, originally from Virginia, resides on the north side of Chicago with her two 
school-aged children. She serves on the Boards of The Latin School of Chicago and the Girl 
Scouts of Greater Chicago & Northwest Indiana.  She is also a member of The Chicago Network.
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adam fox

adam fox
president and ceo

  In his first year as President and CEO of the Chicago Sky, Adam Fox oversees team 
operations in all matters pertaining to the day-to-day functioning of the franchise on the 
administrative side of the organization. 

Adam Fox is the Sky’s second Chief Executive Officer since the company’s formation in 
2005 and brings nearly 20 years of executive sports experience to the top of the Sky front 
office. He was promoted to the position on October 1, 2010. Fox had joined the team in 
October 2007 as Chief Operating Officer. 

Fox plans to have the Sky focused on winning basketball games and growing the fan base. 
In 2010 the Sky’s attendance increased by 12%, and he intends to further that momentum 
through ticket sales, sponsorship sales and creating large-scale awareness. 

“We have built a solid foundation here on which to expand,” said Fox. “Moving forward our 
short term goal is to continue to keep the upward trend we have going. Long term it’s about 
making the Sky and women’s basketball part of the regular sports fabric in this city and 
beyond.”

Prior to joining the Sky, Fox spent 14 years with the Chicago Wolves of the American 
Hockey League. During his time with the Wolves, the ’02, ‘00 and ‘98 AHL Champions, 
Fox took on a variety of roles including ticket sales, managing merchandise, sponsorships 
sales, directing game operations and ultimately leading the front office as the Executive 
Vice President of Business Operations for his final eight years with the team. 

For five years leading up to his time with the Wolves, Fox worked in sales and sports
marketing. For three years Fox worked for Elite Sports Marketing, operating temporary 
sports memorabilia stores at major sporting events around the country. Fox also spent two 
years as district manager for Retail Star, Inc.

Fox graduated from Indiana University in 1989 with a degree in speech. He and his wife 
Brooke have two daughters and live in the northern suburbs.
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sky front office

 

 

 michelle henstock
Vice President of Operations

Brian Levine
Vice President of Ticket 
Sales and Services

rob popowcer
Vice President of Marketing 
Partnerships 

rommel famatid
Chief Financial Officer

james thompson
Director of Ticket Operations

shelli anderson
Director of Ticket Sales and 
Services

will steinberg
Director of Media Relations

erika swilley
Manager of Community 
Relations and Sky Cares 
Activities

steve devcich
Account Executive

gail raghunanan
Accounting Manager	

Avery Robbins
Sr. Vice President of 
Marketing Partnerships

andres baines
Mascot Coordinator

shane cleghorn
Account Executive & Group 
Specialist

julie bielawski
Account Executive

jordan mendelson
Account Executive

bryan van den 
bosch
Account Executive

kryste’l jordan
Account Executive

justin kirk
Account Executive

jimmy zollo
Account Executive

eric seljan
Account Executive

chris allen
Account Executive

ashley liddel
Account Executive

Lauren Debello
Marketing Partnerships 
Coordinator

not pictured:

Amy Klein-Alter 
Human Resources 

Ande Denholm
Account Executive

Katie Elroy 
Marketing Operations Coordinator	

Ashley Gerou
Creative Services Coordinator	
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coaches and 
trainers
pokey chatman    jeff house     christie sides    ann crosby   
michelle kania    team physicians

Amy Klein-Alter 
Human Resources 

Ande Denholm
Account Executive

Katie Elroy 
Marketing Operations Coordinator	

Ashley Gerou
Creative Services Coordinator	
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Pokey Chatman was named head coach of the Chicago Sky on Oct. 29, 2010. The 2011 season 
marks her first in the WNBA.  She is the Sky’s fourth head coach.

Chatman comes to the Sky after coaching professional women’s basketball in Russia and 15 years 
on the coaching staff at Louisiana State University (LSU), her alma mater.

She served two seasons as an assistant coach for the Russian Spartak Moscow Region before being 
promoted to head coach in 2010. That year, Chatman led the team to a perfect 16-0 record in the 
Euroleague, the most competitive European basketball league, and also claimed the esteemed 2010 
Euroleague Championship. 

Chatman also coached the Slovakian national women’s basketball team from 2008-2010. In 2009 
she took the traditionally unsuccessful Slovakian squad to the EuroBasket in Riga , where they nar-
rowly missed a spot in the FIBA World Championship.

Chatman was named head coach of the LSU Lady Tigers in the 2003-2004 season, when Sue 
Gunter was forced to take medical leave mid-season.  Chatman went a remarkable 47-3 in her first 
50 games as head coach, the second best starting record in women’s basketball history.  As head 
coach, she took the Tigers to three consecutive finishes in the Final Four. For her work in her first full 
season as a head coach, she was named the U.S. Basketball Writers Association National Coach of 
the Year, Women’s Basketball Coaches Association National Coach of the Year, Naismith National 
Coach of the Year and the Victor Award Female Coach of the Year.  Chatman earned a coaching 
record of 90-14 with the Lady Tigers in three seasons as head coach and 15 seasons overall. 

She has earned two gold medals with USA basketball, first as a player for the Junior National Team 
in 1987, and then as an assistant coach of the World University team in 2005.

As an LSU point guard from 1987-1991, Chatman led the Lady Tigers to their first ever SEC Tourna-
ment title in 1991, and earned recognition as the tournament’s Most Valuable Player.  In her playing 
career at LSU, she was named All-SEC three times, named Kodak All-American in 1991, and set 20 
school records.

Chatman earned her Bachelor’s Degree from LSU in December of 1991.  She is originally from Ama, 
Louisiana.
 

pokey chatman
head coach/general manager

head coach/general manager
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assistant coaches

In his first season with the Sky, Jeff House brings over 25 years of basketball coaching 
experience at the NBA, WNBA, college and high school levels.

House started his professional basketball career in New York as a member of the Knicks game 
night video staff in 1998. That same year, he served the New York Liberty under Nancy Darsch 
as video coordinator and advance scout.  When Richie Adubato took over as head coach of the 
Liberty in 1999, House was promoted to Liberty assistant coach and took on that role full time. 
He served the team in that position until 2004, and was an instrumental part of the team’s 1999, 
2000 and 2002 WNBA Eastern Conference Championships. 

House joined the Washington Mystics as its top assistant coach in 2005. After one season, 
House took the recruiting coordinator and assistant coaching position at the University of Virginia. 
House helped propel the Virginia women’s basketball program to the top of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference by bringing in top-ranked recruiting classes in each of his four years with the 
program. House was instrumental in the recruiting and development of Monica Wright, who was 
chosen by the Minnesota Lynx as the second overall pick in the 2010 WNBA Draft.  He also 
played a role in recruiting 2009 draft picks Aisha Mohammed (Minnesota) and Lyndra Littles 
(Connecticut).

Relocating to Virginia in 2006, House started his own basketball website AllBasketballReview.
com. He has also acted as an outside consultant for several college basketball teams, helping 
evaluate aspects of their program including practice and recruiting as well as their players. House 
also works with the Virginia Basketball Academy on the development of a Pre-K through 4th 
grade league that will launch in 2011 focusing on character development through the game of 
basketball. 

House’s coaching career began while he was still in college, getting his start in 1985 under 
former Houston Rockets Head Coach Jeff Van Gundy at McQuaid Jesuit High School in 
Rochester, NY.  Since then, he’s had the opportunity to work with a number of top coaches, 
later coaching at UMass Lowell under current Orlando Magic Head Coach Stan Van Gundy, and 
with Bob Wenzel at Rutgers University.  House played college basketball at Nazareth College in 
Rochester, NY before suffering a career-ending injury.

House received his bachelor’s degree from Nazareth in 1987 in art education. He earned a 
master’s degree in teaching, guidance and counseling from Jacksonville University in 1991. 
House and his wife Ann Leonard-House, who is the former Head Coach of women’s volleyball at 
UMass-Lowell and Rutgers, reside in Virginia in the off-season with their two children.

jeff house
assistant coach
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assistant coaches

christie sides
assistant coach

Christie Sides enters her first season as a Sky assistant coach after eight years of coaching 
experience at the college, international and professional levels. 

Since 2008, Sides has been an assistant on Spartak Moscow Region in Russia, where she helped 
Head Coach Pokey Chatman lead Spartak to consecutive FIBA EuroLeague Championships in 
2008 and 2009. Sides has also served as an assistant on the Slovakian Women’s National Team 
coaching staff since 2008 helping the team qualify for the European Championships in 2009, 2010 
and 2011. The Slovaks took eighth place in 2009, their highest finish of Sides’ tenure.

From 2004-2007 Sides was an assistant on the Louisiana State University staff also under Coach 
Chatman. She helped guide the Lady Tigers program to three Final Fours and two Southeastern 
Conference regular season titles in her three seasons with the team. Prior to LSU, Sides spent the 
2003-04 season at Louisiana Tech as an assistant coach.

Sides began her coaching career as the head junior varsity coach and assistant varsity coach at 
Ruston (La.) High School where she served under Ricky Durrett. While at Ruston, Sides helped 
guide the Lady Bearcats to consecutive state playoff appearances.

Athletically, Sides played her first two collegiate seasons at Ole Miss for Hall of Fame coach Van 
Chancellor and helped the Rebels to a 34-22 overall record. She then transferred to Louisiana 
Tech where she finished her playing career for fellow Hall of Fame coach Leon Barmore. Sides 
helped the Lady Techsters to a 61-6 record in two seasons, including a trip to the 1999 Final Four. 
She holds the career record at Tech for three-point field goal percentage and ranks seventh in 
three-pointers made and eighth in three-pointer attempted.

Earlier in her playing career, Sides led Central Private High School to the state championship her 
senior season while earning the Louisiana Gatorade Player of the Year award and all-state 
honors. She ended her high school playing career ranked No. 1 in school history with 3,375 
points.

Sides is a native of Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
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sky trainers

Michelle Kania is now in her fourth year at AthletiCo.  During the 2009-2010 school year she worked 
at Hoffman Estates High School and the Schaumburg AthletiCo clinic. From 2008-2009 she worked 
at Dominican University (River Forest), and prior to that split time between Guerin College 
Preparatory High School (River Grove), Dominican University, and the River Grove AthletiCo clinic. 
Prior to joining AthletiCo in 2007, she spent two years at North Central College in Naperville, Illinois, 
where she was the Assistant Athletic Trainer and Instructor of Health and Physical Education. From 
2002-2005 Michelle served as Assistant Athletic Trainer and Clinical Instructor at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  Michelle received her Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology with a 
specialization in Athletic Training in 2001 from the University of Illinois at Chicago.  She is certified 
by the NATABOC and is a licensed athletic trainer in the state of Illinois. She also holds additional 
certifications through the National Academy of Sports Medicine as a Corrective Exercise Specialist 
and Performance Enhancement Specialist.  

michelle kania
head athletic trainer

Ann Crosby is in her fifth season with the Sky. She has 
14 years of experience as an independent strength and 
conditioning consultant or professional athletes. She 
served as the head strength and conditioning coach for 
all 18 UIC athletic teams for three years. Prior to UIC, 
she served as a strength and conditioning coach for 
Georgia Tech and Northwestern University. Crosby was 
the first full-time strength and conditioning coach for the 
Women’s United Soccer Association after serving as the 
head of athlete performance for the Carolina Courage 
WUSA team. Crosby also consulted for the Chicago Red 
Stars women’s soccer team.

ann crosby
strength and 
conditioning coach
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team physicians

Dr. Benjamin Domb is now in his second year with the Sky. Dr. Domb currently practices with 
Hinsdale Orthopaedic Associates, focusing on sports medicine and hip preservation. Dr. Domb 
is also a clinical instructor in the Department of Orthopaedics at Loyola University in Chicago. 

Dr. Domb is a nationally recognized orthopaedic surgeon specializing in sports medicine and 
arthroscopic surgery of the hip, shoulder and knee. Dr. Domb is also an expert in arthroscopic 
surgery of the shoulder and knee, adept in specialized techniques including arthroscopic rotator 
cuff repair and all-inside ACL reconstruction.

Dr. Domb has treated numerous professional athletes, and has cared for the Los Angeles 
Lakers, Dodgers, Kings and Galaxy professional sports teams. As the author of more than 20 
publications in the field of sports medicine, arthroscopic surgery and hip injuries, Dr. Domb 
lectures and teaches courses regularly for orthopaedic surgeons around the country. He has 
repeatedly been invited to be a guest speaker at the American Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons and other national meetings and is actively involved in the research and development 
of new techniques in arthroscopic surgery.

dr. benjamin domb
head team physician

dr. Bruce A. Rosenzweig

 
Dr. Suzanne Pham completed her training at 
Rush University Medical Center in both Internal 
Medicine and Pediatrics and is Board Certified 
in both specialties. She completed her medical 
training at the University of Oklahoma College 
of Medicine and her undergraduate degree from 
the University of Oklahoma.

Dr. Pham’s practice encompasses all areas 
of internal medicine and pediatrics (ages 2 
and older), with a special focus on care of the 
entire family, women’s health, and adolescent 
medicine. She firmly believes in preventative 
medicine and strives to provide her patients with 
the most up to date information to maintain their 
health.

Dr. Pham dedicates much of her free time 
towards working at homeless shelters and 
promoting issues such as breast cancer 
awareness through organizations like the Susan 
G. Komen Foundation.

dr. suzanna pham
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Bruce A. Rosenzweig is Associate Chief of Gynecology at Weiss Memorial Hospital and 
Assistant Professor of Obstetrics/Gynecology at Rush Medical College. He is board certified in 
obstetrics and gynecology, and completed subspecialty fellowships in urogynecology and female 
pelvic medicine and reconstructive surgery. With more than two decades of gynecology and 
urogynecology experience in the Chicago area, Dr. Rosenzweig has published dozens of 
articles in peer-reviewed journals, authored chapters in several medical textbooks, and given 
nearly 150 lectures and presentations in the United States and abroad. In addition, he holds 
patents on medical inventions, has conducted clinical trials under grants and for major 
pharmaceutical corporations, and served on numerous medical advisory and journal editorial 
boards.
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